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Communications and advertising
Make sure your group understands how the law can affect what you can and can’t communicate. 



Communications and advertising
Campaigns or protests
Setting up and managing a website
Social media
Understanding defamation laws
Understanding intellectual property laws
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Understanding intellectual property laws
What is intellectual property?
Intellectual property is property that results from intellectual and creative efforts. Ownership rights attach to intellectual property.

Your  community  organisation’s  intellectual property  is  an  asset  and  identifier  and  also  protects  the  organisation’s  rights. 


Your organisation’s intellectual property is what differentiates you from other organisations. It is important, valuable and worth protecting.
Your organisation’s intellectual property includes the rights it may have in its:
	name
	logo
	the names or logos of any programs or services developed by your organisation
	publications
	training materials
	website design and content
	domain name
	computer applications, programs, or databases it has developed, and
	any ideas, innovations and inventions

Other people and organisations also have intellectual property rights, and it’s essential that your organisation does not infringe those rights, as this can result in legal action.
When publicly communicating, always stop and think about whether you are dealing appropriately with the intellectual property of others.
Our guide to intellectual property law is designed to help not-for-profit organisations understand the basics of making and protecting intellectual property, and avoiding infringing the intellectual property of others. 
It includes information about:
	copyright, moral rights, trademarks, patents and designs
	dealing with confidential information
	ownership, protection and infringement of rights, and
	selling and licensing of intellectual property


Guide to Intellectual Property law
Download

More information
Additional links


The content on this webpage was last updated in September 2023 and is not legal advice. See full disclaimer and copyright notice.

Apply for free legal help
Apply now







[image: ]
[image: ]


 Provide feedback
Was this page helpful?Yes

No


Any comments?

Submit

0More on this topic


Free resource
Privacy
View our Privacy Guide which covers obligations under federal privacy laws




Free resources
Social media
Don't forget that intellectual property laws apply on social media as well as in other publications




Free resources
Mananing employees
If you have volunteers involved in generating content, it's important to have an agreement about who owns the intellectual property
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